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No. 21 Winter 2011

It is with sadness that we have to report 
a new problem (over those we already 

Below: A trick of the eyes? 
Tornado, as A1 No.163 in LNER 

livery, stands resplendent 
outside the NRM. 

Right: Andrew Hancock of 
Simply Stripes Sign Makers 
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From the chair by Mark Allatt

A Tornado’s supporters 

Tornado’s

Tornado
Tornado’s 

Tornado
Tornado’s 

 

 

Tornado

 Tornado (yes I know the 

Tornado on (and 

volunteer@a1steam.com

Tornado

Tornado

Tornado 

 
www.a1steam.com. 

www.a1steam.com  
Tornado’s

TCC

Left: The support crew worked 
hard in arctic conditions at Hither 
Green thawing out Tornado during 
the big freeze.

Below: Tornado even froze to the 
track!
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Tornado’s 

was moved into the paint shop and the 

Taking the strain. 
The crane lifts 
Tornado’s boiler 
clear of the frames 
on the 14th January 
in preparation 
for its journey to 
Germany.

D
a
v
id

 E
llio

tt
D

a
v
id

 E
llio

tt

Three generations of East Coast 
power share the NRM workshop.



4

Flying Scotsman

the low loader to reverse under the boiler, 

rods  (as mentioned above) 

improve air distribution

It is intended that the tender will be 

the paintshop and will be prepared and 

time enables us to plan the work more 

to provide one spare overhauled pump 

maintain the air pumps in situ between 

in the team mentioned above that we 

have rallied round splendidly at our time 

around who built Tornado

Tornado’s

TCC

Tornado’s boiler gingerly 
approaches the low railway 
bridge in Leeman Road, York, 
as it begins its long journey 
to DB Meiningen, Germany.
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PRELIMINARY 2011 TOURS DIARY

Saturday 26th February  

Thursday 28th April 

Wednesday 4th May

Friday 6th May

Saturday 7th to Sunday 8th 
May

Thursday 12th May

Tuesday 17th May
(Tornado

Thursday 19th May 
Tornado

Railtours
Saturday 21st May 

to Carlisle to Crewe (Tornado

Tuesday 24th May

Thursday 26th May
 

Saturday 4th June

Saturday 11th June

Saturday 18th June
(Tornado

Saturday 2nd July 

Thursday 7th July

Sunday 10th July

Sunday 17th July

Sunday 24th July

Sunday 31st July

Thursday 4th August

Saturday 6th August

Saturday 13th August

Wednesday 17th August

Sunday 21st August 

Thursday 25th August

Saturday 10th September

Sunday 11th September

Thursday 15th September 

Saturday 8th October

Steam Dreams 
 m   

 
k

 
k 

k

HF Railtours
 

 
k  

UK Railtours
 
m 

Barrow Hill Roundhouse
 

Torbay Express Ltd
 

 

Railway Touring Company 
 

 

Mid Hants Railway 
 

West Somerset Railway
 

 

East Lancs Railway at Bury
 

North Yorkshire Moors Railway

VSOE ‘British Pullman’ 
 

The following tour operators are running the trains listed above

Tornado
published on www.a1steam.com

The Trust respectfully requests that 
anyone wanting to see Tornado’s main 
line passenger trains follows the rules 
of the railway and only goes where 

POSTPONED; DATE TBC
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volunteer@a1steam.com

Use Your Loaf:

Tornado

The coach is 63ft 6in in length 
– 762 inches – or 1524 ‘slices’ at ½ 
inch each.
Each ‘slice’ can be sponsored for 
£50; £100 for a ‘doorstep’; £1,000  
for  ‘half a loaf’; and £2,000 for a 
‘loaf’;
If all are sponsored, it would 
raise £76,200; if we assume 80% 
of the donations come with Gift 
Aid, this rises to over £93,000

been sponsored

ride on Tornado

Tornado

SUPPORT COACH 
FUNDRAISING

SUPPORT COACH PROGRESS UPDATE by David Elliott

The air system pipework is almost 

then another reservoir has been spotted at 

have been supplied and Tom Snowball has 

TCC

The ‘Use Your Loaf’ campaign has now funded 508 slices raising £28,400 for the Trust’s support coach.
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MERCHANDISE UPDATE by Gill Lord

with Tornado

had not travelled behind Tornado

Tornado 

Tornado 

 

Tornado

gill.lord@a1steam.
com.

Tornado’s

available (so please keep an eye on 
www.a1steam.com) we will be at 

 chris.
walker@a1steam.com.

Tornado

Tornado
with Tornado

Tornado

Tornado 

I now wish to thank all the volunteers 
who attended the events, and worked as 

Tornado

TCC

Covenantors’ 
Diary by Alexa Stott

TCC
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In glorious autumn sunshine on Friday 19th November 
2010, A1 60163 Tornado passes Milecastle on the 

Tyne-Valley line with ‘The Christmas Coronation.’ 
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TORNADO ON TOUR by Graham Nicholas

‘Armistice Day Special’, 11th November 2010
London Waterloo - Norwich (1Z96); Norwich to London Victoria; charter for Steam Dreams 297 miles 
After her sojourn in East Lancashire, Tornado returned to London to complete the rest of her 2010 
programme, starting with this Armistice Day special in East Anglia. Suitably adorned with a poppy headboard, 
the tour was routed via Cambridge and Ely, which gave some participants the option of visiting the impressive 

arriving back, despite the tortuous routing around the London suburbs.
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‘The British 
Pullman’, 13th 

November 2010
London Victoria – 

Guildford/Shalford (1Z84); 
Shalford - London Victoria 

(1Z85); charter for VSOE 
84 miles

Once again deputising 
for the unavailable 

Clan Line, the A1 is 
beginning to get to 

know her way round 
the Surrey Hills circuit 

with the legendary VSOE 
Pullmans in tow. Arrival 

back in Victoria was 
exactly to the booked 

time of 1605 – naturally!

A1 60163 Tornado approaches 
Clapham Junction with the 
VSOE ‘British Pullman.’

Tornado’s plume of smoke 
perfectly frames Ely Cathedral.
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‘The Christmas Coronation’ 
(via Newcastle), 19th November 2010
Edinburgh Waverley – Carlisle (1Z34); Carlisle - 
Edinburgh Waverley; charter for Steam Dreams 
325 miles
The rather overcast conditions of the previous day 
now gave way to some altogether more favourable 
photographic conditions as Tornado retraced her 
steps as far as Newcastle, before striking out into 
new territory, following the route of Hadrian’s Wall 
over to Carlisle. But the most eagerly anticipated 
challenge of the day was to be under cover of 

Coast Mainline’s other legendary incline – Beattock. 
No records this time but she kept to her path in 
less than ideal conditions and followed that by 
nonchalantly dismissing the awkward climb to Shotts 

‘The Christmas Coronation’,  
20th November 2010
Edinburgh Waverley – Rugby*terminated (1Z38); 
charter for Steam Dreams 309 miles
With very little rest for locomotive or support crew, 
Tornado headed southwards to pick up the West 
Coast Mainline at Carstairs for the return to London 

With no inkling of the problems to come, Tornado 
put in good performances on the less arduous 
southbound climbs of Beattock and Shap, topping 
the former at an impressive 60mph. But it all started 
to unravel thereafter as not even the A1’s generous 
grate, designed for burning inconsistent post-war 
coal, could cope with a particularly rough batch (from 
Russia!) and the train was terminated prematurely 

Good cooperation from Virgin Trains saw to it that 
passengers were transferred to other trains to 
minimise the disruption but it was an ignominious 
and undeserved end to a great adventure.

‘The Christmas 
Coronation’, 
18th November 
2010
London King’s Cross 
– Edinburgh Waverley 
(1Z30); charter for 
Steam Dreams 
424 miles
This was the ‘big 
one’ of the autumn 
programme and for 
two and half days our 
locomotive performed 
impeccably, with too 
many highlights to 
give full justice to 
here. The northbound 
run up the East Coast 
Mainline was an 
exact repeat of the 

special and, despite 
having two extra 
coaches, Tornado 
managed to improve 
on her legendary 
2009 run, making it 
to Edinburgh in 7hrs 
54mins, inclusive of 
four servicing stops.
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Day 2: Tornado crosses the 
River Eden at Wetheral.

Day 3: Heading south, ‘The Christmas 
Coronation’ is pictured at Docker.

Day 1: A1 60163 Tornado storms 
northwards through Doncaster.
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TORNADO ON TOUR by Graham Nicholas

‘Bath Christmas Market Special’,  
3rd December 2010

Bedford/Woking - Salisbury/Bristol (1Z60); Bristol/Bath - 
Reading/Bedford (1Z63); charter for UK Railtours 511 miles

It was a bitterly cold morning as the hardy tour 
participants waited for their train at Bedford station; 
despite it being 40minutes late they must have been 

somewhat relieved to see that it had turned up at all! In 
such conditions, it was no day for records and it was great 
credit to both loco and support crew (who had to endure 

harsh conditions immediately before and after the run) 
that the day was completed as planned

Right: Tornado passes Baths Sydney  
Gardens in freezing temperatures. 

‘The Cathedrals Express’, 25th November 2010
London King’s Cross – York (1Z82); York - London King’s Cross (1Z86); 
charter for Steam Dreams 463 miles
Disappointingly, Tornado’s very next trip was also blighted by 
steaming problems and the normally trouble free sprint up the 
East Coast Main Line turned most unusually into something of 
a battle north of Peterborough, eventually arriving at York two 
hours late. The return run was less problematical but operational 
problems saw to it that arrival back at King’s Cross was some 
41minutes late. Not one of her better days.
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‘The Cathedrals Express’, 11th December 2010
London Euston - Chester (1Z61); Chester - London Euston (1Z63); charter for Steam Dreams 
480 miles
As if to prove that her poor run of form was nothing more than a sequence of bad luck, 
this trip saw the A1 back to her brilliant best, producing a model performance that 

railway. Running up to 16minutes ahead of schedule at times, arrival in Chester was two 
minutes early and the corresponding arrival back in Euston was three minutes early. A 
most satisfactory day on one of Britain’s busiest mainlines.

‘The Cathedrals Express, 13th December
Hedge End-Woking-Ashford-Hastings (1Z94); Hastings-Tonbridge-Woking-Hedge End (1Z95) 
charter for Steam Dreams 340 miles

Tornado 
made her way round a circuitous route through Sussex to the Kent marshlands. After 
arrival back at Eastleigh and a quick overnight stay, the very next day she headed 
straight back up to York to be tucked away for her winter makeover.
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A1 60163 Tornado passes 
Charing on 13th December. 

Tornado’s penultimate 

running on the WCML.

Above: Sun 
& steam. A1 
60163 Tornado 

sight powering 
her way to 
York.
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THE ORIGINAL PEPPERCORN PIONEERS by Bruce Robinson

A2 60532 Blue 
Peter in Storage at 
Thornton Junction, 
Easter 1968. 

Tornado 

Tornado’s near 
Blue Peter 

Blue Peter

Saint Mungo

Saint Mungo

that with Saint Mungo

Tudor 
Minstrel, that an attempt should be made 

Kenilworth Saint Mungo laid up 

Blue Peter on Tudor Minstrel

Blue 
Peter

tour that the erstwhile preservationists 

use her on steam rail tours until the 

Blue Peter replaced A2 60530 Sayajirao on the ARES Holyhead &  
Brymbo Tour, 21st August 1966.
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The appeal went nationwide with an 

Railway Magazine 

was on the proviso that it was repaid by 

Blue Peter’s nameplates 

pioneers and parallels is that the 
previously mentioned spawned attempt 

Britannia

Saint Mungo

TCC
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Charles Roads pictured at Dundee 
MPD holding 60532’s number 
plate which had been removed by 
shed staff. Charles Roads

A1 60145 Saint Mungo in the yard 
of Drapers of Hull, 25th  
September 1966, one day  
before she was  
scrapped.  
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PRINCIPAL SPONSOR

THE A1 STEAM LOCOMOTIVE TRUST CONTACTS
 Dorothy Mather

Malcolm Crawley; (malcolm.crawley@a1steam.com)  
Peter Townend

Board of Trustees
Mark Allatt Chairman (mark.allatt@a1steam.com)

Graeme Bunker (graeme.bunker@a1steam.com)
David Burgess (david.burgess@a1steam.com)
David Elliott (david.elliott@a1steam.com)

Gill Lord gill.lord@a1steam.com)
Rob Morland (rob.morland@a1steam.com)

Graham Nicholas (graham.nicholas@a1steam.com)
Alexa Stott (alexa.stott@a1steam.com)

Barry Wilson (barry.wilson@a1steam.com)

Advisers to the Board
Julian Birley (julian.birley@a1steam.com)

Roger Dye (roger.dye@a1steam.com)
Richard Peck richard.peck@a1steam.com)

Duncan Ross (duncan.ross@a1steam.com)
Tony Streeter (tony.streeter@a1steam.com)

Acting Editor
Mark Allatt (mark.allatt@a1steam.com)

enquiries@a1steam.com www.a1steam.com

 Tornado’s

The A1 Steam Locomotive Trust is pleased to display the logos of organisations giving us 
their ongoing support. Their contribution is gratefully acknowledged.
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